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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY — IMPROVED CONSULTATIVE PROCESS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [3.09 pm]: I wish to inform 
the house of a new administrative arrangement that has been adopted by the Environmental Protection Authority 
to improve the consultative process during an environmental impact assessment. Under the changes, the EPA 
will consult with proponents and key decision-making authorities when it is recommending conditions for 
assessed proposals. This will ensure that potential issues are identified up-front by ensuring the proponent and 
relevant decision-making authorities have the opportunity to comment on proposed conditions. This should 
avoid errors, mistakes or unnecessary difficulties with implementing the recommended conditions. It should also 
avoid technical matters being raised in the appeals process and the time delays this causes. The EPA has released 
an environmental protection bulletin titled “Consultation on Conditions Recommended by the EPA”, which 
outlines the objectives, approach and implementation of this new administrative arrangement. 

Currently, the only avenue for proponents to raise issues with recommended conditions is through the appeals 
process. At present, proponents regularly appeal the EPA’s recommended conditions. These appeals are subject 
to review by the Appeals Convenor, who makes recommendations to me as to if or how conditions might be 
amended to address the issues raised by the appellants. Proponent appeals on recommended conditions 
sometimes involve concerns about simple errors of fact, mistakes in interpretation or perceived difficulties with 
the implementation of a proposed condition. These relatively simple matters will now be able to be resolved 
through the new consultation period. 

The EPA will publish the outcomes of any consultation within its report to me, which will remain appealable. 
Consultation will seek outcomes so that appeals from proponents about technical matters and implementation do 
not occur unnecessarily. The consultation period will be five business days to ensure that the EPA’s reporting 
process is not unduly lengthened. For complex issues, the EPA may spend additional time consulting, at the 
written request of the proponent. Where necessary, consultation with key DMAs will occur in parallel. 

This initiative is part of a major reform program being implemented by the EPA. Last year, the Liberal–National 
government adopted the recommendations of the EPA’s wide-ranging review of the environmental impact 
assessment process. The reform program aims to improve the timeliness and effectiveness of the EPA’s 
functions by introducing outcome-based conditions where appropriate; using risk-based assessment where 
applicable; using greater rigour and consistency in the scoping phase; having a greater focus on time lines; 
providing more guidance to proponents to improve certainty, clarity and consistency; and creating the new 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority to better support the work of the EPA. 

The Office of the EPA, established by the Liberal–National government on 27 November 2009, also has 
responsibility for the first time for monitoring compliance with the conditions set on projects. This provides the 
EPA with the opportunity to properly evaluate the effectiveness of conditions. Collectively, these reforms are 
designed to achieve a thorough, clear, consistent and timely environmental impact assessment process. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


